THE TRUE COST OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Why Maryland needs a Prescription Drug Affordability Board

More and more Marylanders are forced to choose between prescription drugs
and other necessities, like rent and groceries, and others are forced to go
without their medications.
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The rising costs of prescription drugs are a major contributor to
PREMIUMS overall healthcare expenditures and result in higher premiums.
“In 2017 drug cost, from both the medical and pharmacy benefit, was the single largest contributor to
overall spending at CareFirst at approximately 33%. This is larger than specialists, inpatient or outpatient,
and any other cost at CareFirst, and continuing to rise.” Chet Burrell, former CEO, CareFirst BlueCross
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Insurers setting their 2018 premiums for
Maryland's small employer group market
assumed drug spending will grow 10% from last
year, which is more than the 7.5% growth they
report for medical care.

Insurers setting their 2018 premiums for Maryland's
individual market assumed their drug costs will
grow 17% from last year, while expecting just a 6%
growth for medical care.

The skyrocketing costs of prescription drugs threaten the public health of Marylanders.
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With your help, we can address these issues by creating
a Prescription Drug Affordability Board in Maryland

Visit healthcareforall.com/RxResolution and
sign-on to be a part of the initiative!
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For questions or comments contact us at healthcareforall.com or call 410-235-9000



