
	

 

 

 

 

 

Public Forum on Medicaid in Prince George’s County, Maryland 
October 30, 2017 at 6:30 at Prince George’s Community College  

In Partnership with  

Congressman Anthony G. Brown  

Sponsored by Maryland Health Care for All! Coalition, NAACP Maryland State Conference, The Pew 
Charitable Trusts, MedCHI, 1199 SEIU United Healthcare Workers, East Maryland Division, Greater Baden 

Medical Services, University of Maryland Capital Region Health, Prince George’s County Educators’ 
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Thirty Prince George’s County residents came out to show their support to public health and for the Medicaid. 
Some participants shared their personal stories about how the Medicaid program helped them. 

Congressman Anthony Brown closed the event saying, “The stories we heard here tonight show just how 
important it is for us to keep working.” 

	

In 2013, Mrs. Ida was diagnosed with cancer 
and did not have health insurance. She was a 
registered nurse, but her health got to a point 
where she could no longer work, leaving her 
without health insurance. “Medicaid saved my 
life. Today, you can practically die without 
health insurance. I would have died without 
Medicaid.” Mrs. Ida is thankful for those who 
fought for Medicaid. They fought for her when 
she couldn’t fight for herself. Mrs. Ida is alive 
today because of Medicaid.  

A Prince George’s County Resident shared about her 
experience on Medicaid and how Medicaid saved her 
daughter’s life. She started her story by saying, “In 2008, I 
was a working adult. Pregnant. Happy. Expecting a family.” 
25 weeks into her pregnancy, “the unthinkable happened,” 
her kids were born; two identical twin girls who weighed less 
than two pounds. She spent four months in the hospital with 
them, one of her children passed away, but her daughter, 
Kaylin, survived. Kaylin is alive today because of Medicaid 
and her future depends on Medicaid.  

	

Emma, a high school student, came up to ask a few questions 
in relation to Medicaid and drug treatment centers. While 
asking her questions, Emma vulnerably shared about her 
brother’s struggle with addiction and to find care in time. “My 
brother was on a waiting list when he passed away. We need 
more funding.” 	

Angela Simpson spoke about her role as a nurse in Prince 
George’s County, specifically working with people with heart 
disease. “We are working class people, we are regular hard-
working folks. We might think we’re fine, but life happens. It 
happens to all of us and you never know what is going to 
happen.” Angela says Medicaid is important because it is 
actively a part of saving lives. She ended her story by saying, 
“Continue to fight! We can no longer sit on the side lines.”  

	

“This could happen to 
anyone.”  – Ida 

“My daughter is alive today 
because of Medicaid.”   
 – PG County resident  

		


