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Public Forum on Medicaid in Maryland

May 15, 2017 at 5:30PM at the Greater Baltimore Urban League
In Partnership with: U.S. Representatives Elijah Cummings and John Sarbanes

and Baltimore City Health Commissioner Leana Wen

Sponsored by: Maryland Citizens’ Health Initiative Education Fund Inc., Maryland State Conference of NAACP, Baltimore City Health Department, Health Care Access Maryland, and 1199 SEIU United Healthcare Workers East Maryland Division
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Over 120 Marylanders attended the event to show how much Medicaid matters to them. U.S. Representatives Elijah Cummings and John Sarbanes, Baltimore City Health Commissioner Leana Wen, Maryland State Conference of NAACP Vice-President Wandra Ashley-Williams, and Health Care Access Maryland CEO Traci Kodeck spoke about the importance of Medicaid to the people they represent and serve. Dr. Angela Speedie of 1199 SEIU Maryland Division told stories of patients she had lost because of lack of access to proper care. Health Care for the Homeless Baltimore President Kevin Lindamood highlighted the huge difference that Medicaid has made to their clients. 
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Marylanders spoke for themselves about the huge difference that Medicaid has made in their lives. Grady Butler credited Medicaid with saving his life. Melanie shared how when her family became uninsured, she sought the CHIP program to cover her kids which relieved their suffering. Ramar told a personal story about the critical importance of mental health coverage within the Medicaid program. A teenager said that the Medicaid program has saved her family from financial ruin. Cheryl shared that her health coverage changed from high risk pool, to private insurance, to Medicaid. She said that Medicaid was by far the best for her. One man used to be homeless and without Medicaid would not be able to afford his Hepatitis C drugs. A woman with cerebral palsy stated "If I didn't have Medicaid, I would be homeless today." A Baltimore mother told the story of being a "family in hiding" from collectors before the Affordable Care Act. Dean Dodson discussed how he did not have health insurance for a few years as an independent contractor. The ACA helped him discover he had liver disease and receive treatment. 



Marylanders care deeply about Medicaid and how cuts would affect them, their families, and their friends. This forum gave them the opportunity to come together, share stories, and discuss pathways forward. About the future, Representative Sarbanes said “We need to back away from any talk of repeal. We need to expand coverage."






“Health care is a fundamental human right, and I'm here to tell you we are going to get past this."


-U.S. Representative John Sarbanes





“if i didn’t have medicaid, i would be homeless today.”





-marylander











“We’ve got to remind people when they talk about statistics, those are real people.” 





-U.S. Representative elijah cummings











“medicaid saved my life. don’t let congress kill medicaid. 





-gary butler
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