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The Smoke Free Holy Ground program was founded in 2001 by Apostle Larry Lee Thomas,

Pastor of Empowering Believers Church located in Glen Burnie, Maryland. The purpose of the program is to educate people about the dangers of tobacco use anywhere on their grounds, inside and outside.

Faith-based organizations all over Maryland and the United States have participated in Smoke-Free Holy Ground, including organization in Anne Arundel County, Baltimore County, Dorchester County, Prince Georges County, Harford County, Cecil County, California, Virginia and Washington D.C.

The Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation Program has partnered with Apostle Thomas to expand the Smoke-Free Holy Ground program in Baltimore County and other counties throughout Maryland. The Health Department will provide assistance to any organization that signs a Smoke-Free Holy Ground Covenant. The partnership is designed to help reduce the toll tobacco takes on our communities.

Apostle Thomas often says, “we have smoke free restaurants, office buildings, work places and parks but we don’t have Smoke Free Holy Grounds”. Apostle Thomas states, “I believe that the church and our faith community should be leaders in promoting a healthy life style and empowering people about the harmful effects of tobacco and second hand smoke.

Because of your prayers and participation, we believe that our country, state and nation are choosing not to smoke is for the better. Apostle Larry Lee Thomas served on the Governor’s Task Force to end smoking and has been actively involved in tobacco control for many years.

