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Smoke Free Holy Ground Covenant Agreement
Whereas:  The Smoke Free Holy Ground Initiative recognize that approximately 50,000 people die each year from tobacco use and abuse, is keenly aware of the importance of being an example to all believers, and is committed to educate all individuals and family against the dangers of tobacco and second hand smoke to protect our children, families, and communities.
Smoke Free Holy Ground Initiative has established the following policy concerning tobacco use in and around all church owned facilities as well as the faith community.
Scope:  The term “smoking” refers to all forms of tobacco, including cigarettes, cigars, pipes, dip and snuff.
Expectations:  Members are to be responsible for following and maintaining this policy including reminding member and visitors of this policy, and requesting appropriate disposal of smoking materials.  Be it resolved that we will continue to cry out against the dangers of tobacco and second hand smoke, to protect our children, families, and communities.  Be it resolved that as children of God, we will practice and promote healthy lifestyles within the faith community.
Policy:
· This ministry will educate families of all ethnic and racial diversities about the benefits of smoke free living.

· This ministry will be a place not only to worship, but also to educate and empower towards healthy lifestyles.

· This ministry will utilize the strength of its faith to overcome health disparities that impact the community.

· This ministry will establish a system to promote tobacco use prevention and cessation efforts within the faith community.

· This ministry will not permit any tobacco use on its grounds.

· This ministry will post an easily visible “Smoke Free Holy Ground” sign to promote community awareness.
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