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Healthy Maryland Initiative 
2014 General Assembly Candidate Resolution
WHEREAS, Over the past decade, Maryland's smoking rate has declined by 32%, double the national average, saving over 70,000 people from preventable tobacco caused deaths and hundreds of millions of dollars in health care costs, in large part as a result of three tobacco tax increases; and,

WHEREAS, Tobacco still kills tens of thousands of Marylanders, costing us hundreds of millions of dollars in health care costs while our state's tobacco control program has been substantially cut back; and,

WHEREAS, The money raised by the 2007 dollar per pack tobacco tax increase was used to expand health care coverage to over 100,000 Maryland parents, bringing Maryland from 44th in the nation to 14th in providing health care coverage for lower income adults;

WHEREAS, Maryland has made significant progress in expanding health care in recent years and is leading the nation in implementing the Affordable Care Act; and;

WHEREAS, Additional resources could help insure that this progress continues, especially by funding critical life-saving health care and public health programs such as Medicaid, the state tobacco control program, the state health improvement process and other community based health initiatives including those that address childhood obesity, and long term care for seniors, and;

WHEREAS, Lack of additional funding for health care coverage, public health initiatives and community services will mean that uninsured and under-insured people will continue to go to the hospital for care which results in higher insurance premiums for everyone; and

WHEREAS; Raising the state's tobacco tax by $1.00 per pack for cigarettes with a comparable increase for other tobacco products will raise necessary funds in addition to dramatically reducing teen and adult tobacco use, which in turn saves lives and state health care costs,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the undersigned candidate for the Maryland General Assembly in 2014 supports increasing the state cigarette tax by $1 per pack, along with a similar increase to the tax on other tobacco products, with the revenue from these tax increases to fund: the state tobacco control program; the state health improvement process and other community based health initiatives including those that address childhood obesity, long term care for seniors; and, improved access to health care services for Maryland families.
Name: _________________________________  District No. and office: _____________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:_______________  Fax Number:________________  Email: ___________________________________
Signature: _____________________________________  Date: ____________________________________________
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