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Special Thanks
This project represents a labor of love by wonderful people and organizations 
all over Maryland who offered their time, talent and compassion to make 
this book a success. Most importantly, to the people who opened their 
homes and shared their personal stories about how access to health care 
really does make a difference, I humbly thank you. And none of this 
would have been possible without the leadership of the O’Malley/ Brown 
Administration and the General Assembly members who enacted landmark 
legislation to expand health care to over 200,000 Marylanders and counting. 
Special thanks to House Speaker Michael Busch and the lead legislative 
sponsors of the primary health care expansion measures:  Delegate Peter 
Hammen, Delegate Sheila Hixson, Delegate James Hubbard, Senator Verna 
Jones and Senator Nathaniel McFadden.

Thank you to Chet Burrell, Maria Tildon and CareFirst for the generous 
grant that funded this project. To Ron Pollack, Kathleen Stoll, Nancy 
Magill, Peggy Denker, Elizabeth Prescott and the entire Families USA staff, 
thank you for your years of support and especially for the design and editing 
assistance for this book. To Graden Laycook and Mosaic, thank you for 
your patience and suggestions which moved this project from start to finish. 
Thank you to the Maryland Association of Counties for providing time at 
your annual conference to publicly release the book. Thank you to Governor 
Martin O’Malley, House Speaker Michael Busch, Representative Elijah 
Cummings, and Chet Burrell for providing the book’s introductions and for 
making access to health care a priority. A special thanks to Carolyn Lowe 
for her critical editing skills. 

A special thanks goes out to the committed foundations that support the 
work of the Health Care for All! Coalition including, the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation, Aaron & Lillie Straus Foundation,Abell Foundation, 
Annie E. Casey Foundation, Baltimore Community Foundation, Consumer 
Health Foundation, Fund for Change,  Jacob & Hilda Blaustein Foundation, 
Jewel Foundation, the Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation, Nathan 
Cummings Foundation,  Open Society Institute, and the Zanvyl and 
Isabelle Kreiger Fund.
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To the Health Care for All! staff, board and volunteers, thank you for your strong 
commitment to making quality, affordable health care a reality for all Marylanders: 
Staff: Vinny DeMarco, Rosanna Miles, Matt Celentano, Suzanne Schlattman and 
Jeanne Robinson. Interns and Volunteers: Dearndra Hendricks, Gian Johnson, 
Sharon Auma-Ebanyat, Casey Tiefenwerth, Scott Clark, John Visclosky, Andy 
Marmer, Katy Benjamin and Henry Karasik. Board (both the Initiative and 
Education Fund members): Rawle Andrews, Kari Appler, Mary Beachley, Peter 
Beilenson, Barbara Blount Armstrong, Leigh Cobb, Ernest Crofoot, Mark 
Derbyshire, Brian England, Peg Ensminger, Sandra Ferguson, Dr. Darrell Gaskin, 
Dr. Nelson Goodman, Toby Gordon, Hank Greenberg, Dr. Alex Haller, Rev. Lee 
Hudson, Kevin Lindamood, Pat Lippold, James Lowthers, Len Lucchi, Bishop 
Douglas Miles, Bonita Pennino, Ruth Perot, Michael Pretl, Joel Rabin, Alma 
Roberts, Glenn Schneider, Deborah Schumann, Isazetta Spikes, Susan Talbott, and 
Rev. Larry Lee Thomas.

Statewide: John Folkemer, Frances Phillips, Jill Spector and Peter Sybinsky 
(Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene); Stacy Rodgers and Kara 
Hamilton (Maryland Department of Human Resources); Richard Popper and 
Tate Showers (Maryland Health Insurance Plan and SPDAP); Rebecca Perry 
(Maryland Health Care Commission); Peter Sabonis, Jennifer Goldberg, Janine 
Angela Scott and the Family Law Task Force, Kate Lang and the Public Benefits 
Task Force, Margaret Maupin and the entire Legal Aid Staff; Ruth Maiorana 
(Maryland Association of County Health Officers); Pauline Taylor (Associated 
Black Charities); Bernadette Johnson and Melissa Noyes (Mid-Atlantic 
Association of Community Health Centers); Health Care for the Homeless and 
the Health Care for the Homeless Expansion Sites; Gwen Richards and Medicaid 
Matters! Maryland; Jana Varwig and John McKusick (Towson University); 
Delegate Justin Ross (who proposed the book); Delegate Heather Mizeur, Jeremy 
Crandall and her entire staff; Delegate Peter Hammen; Tom Leitzer and Megan 
Ginsberg (Priority Partners).

Allegany County: Margaret Wright and LeeAnn Frank (Allegany County Health 
Department); Dick Paulman and Deb Foote (Allegany County DSS); Susan 
Stewart (Western Maryland Area Health Education Center). Anne Arundel 
County: Betty Farley (Anne Arundel County Health Department); Carlissa 
Turner (Anne Arundel County DSS). Baltimore City: Molly McGrath (Baltimore 
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City DSS), Kathleen Westcoat, Carrie Daniels and Sadie Smith (Baltimore Healthcare 
Access, Inc.); Bill Atkins, Kim Smith, Kim Wireman and L’Tanya Noble (Powell 
Recovery Center); Ken Ruby (Chase Brexton Health Services, Inc.); Dr. Yngvild 
Olsen and Carlos Hardy (Baltimore Substance Abuse Systems, Inc.). Baltimore 
County: Wendy Freeman (Baltimore County Health Department). Calvert County: 
Dr. David L. Rogers and Koren Brown (Calvert County Health Department) and 
Kasia Sweeney (Calvert Memorial Hospital). Caroline County: Darlene DeShields 
(Caroline County DSS).Cecil County: Stephanie Garrity and Penny Hamilton (Cecil 
County Health Department) and Michele Smith and Sue Sheard (Cecil County 
DSS). Charles County: Dr. Chinnadurai Devadason and Mary Langley (Charles 
County Health Department). Dorchester County: Roger Harrell and Belinda 
Kowitski (Dorchester County Health Department). Frederick County: Dr. Barbara 
Brookmyer and Jacqueline Dougé (Frederick County Health Department). Garrett 
County: Earleen Beckman (Garrett County Health Department); Tom Rosser 
(Garrett County DSS). Harford County: Cora Grishkot and Betty Bennett (Harford 
County DSS). Howard County: Glenn Schneider, Sandra Ponciano, Pat Nolin and 
Sharon Brazell (Howard County Health Department). Kent County: Kara Morris 
(Kent County DSS). Montgomery County: Diane Briggs, Nailah Gobern, Marisol 
Ortiz and Maria Del Rosario Gomez (Primary Care Coalition); Dr. William Flynt, 
Amy Moorer and Martha De Cuervo (Community Clinics, Inc.); Dr. Ulder Tillman 
and Sharla Quintanilla (Montgomery County Department of Health and Human 
Services). Prince George’s County: Dr. Donald Shell and his staff (Prince George’s 
County Health Department) Prince George’s Health Action Forum; Delores Butler 
(Prince George’s Hospital Center). Talbot County: Julia Yuker (Talbot County Health 
Department); Jackie Veeney and Andrea Pulley (Talbot County DSS). Somerset 
County: Lee Ann Grosky and Becky Guy (Somerset County Health Department). 
Washington County: Dan Moreland (Washington County DSS). Worcester County: 
Jimmy Banks (Worcester County Health Department) and Ellen Payne (Worcester 
County DSS).

Brooke Hisle, MSW, LGSW
Project Director 
Health Care for All!, Staff
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